Treatment of severe functional mitral regurgitation: is cardiac surgery always indicated?
Severe functional mitral regurgitation associated with myocardial ischemia is conventionally a Class I indication for cardiac surgery. Mitral annuloplasty or mitral valve replacement are performed during coronary bypass surgery with the aim of improving the patient's ventricular function and symptoms. With the advancement of stent technology, sustained myocardial perfusion and improvement of ventricular function could be achieved by revascularization alone, leading to a reduction in the severity of mitral regurgitation. The purpose of this case is to review the role of transcatheter coronary revascularization in the management of myocardial ischemia associated with severe functional mitral regurgitation and heart failure.